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What we’ll 
cover
– Student empowerment 

– Curriculum development & 

review 

– Data analysis & planning 

– AI-driven conversation 

practice 

– Content creation



Students 
empowered 
through AI

Give students 
the tools

1

Teach them 
how to use 
them

2

Make learning 
more 
independent

3







If you don’t teach it, they’ll misuse it

– Explicit instruction is critical

– Teach prompting: 

– “Explain when to use AVERE or Essere with the 
Passato Prossimo simply” 

– “Give me examples of when to use pronomi diretti 
versus indiretti”

–  “What are the most commonly used reflexive 
verb’s “

– Model AI use live 

– Scaffold student interaction with AI



Give them the 
prompts
– I don’t understand how to use piacere, can you explain it simply with 

examples? 

– Why do we say mi piace but mi piacciono? I don’t get the difference. 

– Can you show me step by step how to use mi, ti, gli, le with piacere? 

– I wrote this sentence: Mi piace le mele. Can you correct it and explain 

why? 

– Can you give me 5 simple sentences using piacere with food vocabulary? 



Give them the 
prompts

•I am studying Oggi al fruttivendolo, can you give me a list of fruits and 
vegetables in Italian and English? 

•Can you group fruits and vegetables into masculine and feminine nouns? 

•Can you show me the singular and plural forms of these words? 

•Can you give me 10 Italian food words that are common in Italy but not in 
Australia? 

•Can you help me remember food vocabulary with simple sentences? 



Overcoming the Overuse

If AI is used in a way that falls outside the approved assessment 

guidelines, you may be required to demonstrate your understanding 

through the following:

– Complete a blind translation task on a similar topic without support 

– Write a response under exam conditions using only a dictionary 

– Translate your own submitted work word-for-word into English or Italian 

– Participate in an unprepared conversation based on the topic of your work



Curriculum Development & Review

I am planning a Year 8 Italian unit on Oggi al fruttivendolo, can you help me 
create clear learning intentions and success criteria aligned to CEFR A1–A2? 

Can you review this unit outline and tell me if the sequencing of vocabulary 
and grammar (especially piacere) makes sense for Year 8 learners? 

Can you suggest 3 improvements to this unit to better connect language 
learning with Italian food culture and real-world use? 

I have mixed-ability students, can you help me differentiate this unit so 
lower and higher ability students are both supported? 

Can you create a sequence of 4–6 lessons for this unit that build from 
vocabulary → grammar → conversation? 

Can you check if my assessments (role play, writing, reading) align with the 
learning intentions and suggest improvements? 



Curriculum Development & Review

I’ve designed a Year 8 Italian unit on Oggi al fruttivendolo, what 
can I improve to better meet VC2LIT8UL01 and VC2LIT8UL02, 
especially around fluency and use of grammar like piacere? 

Looking at my unit, what am I missing in relation to VC2LIT8UL03? 
How can I better get students to compare Italian and English 
structures? 

My cultural component feels a bit surface-level, what could I add 
or change to better address VC2LIT8UL04 and deepen students’ 
understanding of food and identity? 

Do my assessments (role play, writing, reading) really reflect the 
Victorian Curriculum expectations? What would you change to 
improve alignment across VC2LIT8UL01–VC2LIT8UL04? 



Assessment Design

I have a role-play task set at a fruttivendolo, can you 
help me create a rubric suitable for Year 8 Italian? 

I’m teaching piacere with food vocabulary, can you help 
me design a writing task that is appropriate for Year 8 
students? 

I have mixed-ability students in my class, what are 
some ways I can differentiate tasks in this unit? 

I’ve created this assessment task, can you check if it 
aligns with my learning intentions and suggest 
improvements? 



SAMPLE AI PROMPTS 

– Create an italian English vocabulary list in a table of 10 fruit, 10 vegetables 
and 10 key ingredients used in everyday italian cooking.

– In Italian, write a bio. generate personalities, include family, values and daily 
rituals or activities. Include who the main cook in their house is. Include forms 
of piace- mi, le, gli. Include only the verbs Mangiare, comprare, cercare.

– Create a vocabulary table of 10 higher level vocabulary from the text. 

– Include an identifying m/f to identify nominal gender

– Create 6 fill in the blank activity that requires students to input the correct 
form of piacere- piace or piacciono to show understanding of plurality of 
italian nouns. Use the vocabulary words from the table generated earlier.

– Include plural form in the table

– Create a fill in the blank task that requires students to input the correct 
indirect object pronoun. 



Assessment Design

“Analyse this dataset and identify class strengths and weaknesses: [paste data]” 

“What patterns exist in listening vs writing performance?” 

“Which students need targeted support and why?” 

“Summarise this data with key teaching insights.” 



Q Focus Question Description

Q1 Vocab Identify Italian word for “apple”

Q2 Vocab Identify Italian word for “carrot”

Q3 Vocab Match fruit to English

Q4 Vocab Plural form of pomodoro

Q5 Pricing Meaning of Quanto costa?

Q6 Pricing Choose correct phrase for “too expensive”

Q7 Piacere Choose correct: mi piace / mi piacciono

Q8 Piacere Identify correct sentence structure

Q9 Piacere Error correction (Mi piace le mele)

Q10 Pronouns Choose correct indirect object pronoun

Q11 Pronouns Match pronoun to meaning

Q12 Sentence Build sentence using piacere

Q13 Sentence Translate simple sentence

Q14 Reading Identify price from catalogue

Q15 Reading Identify product from Italian text

Q16 Culture Identify feature of fruttivendolo

Q17 Culture Compare Italian vs Australian markets

Q18 Conversation Choose appropriate response

Q19 Conversation Complete dialogue

Q20 Extended Short written response (likes/dislikes)



Student Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q5 Q6 Q7 Q8 Q9 Q10 Q11 Q12 Q13 Q14 Q15 Score

Student 

1
I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 15

Student 

2
I I I I I I I I I I I I I I O 14

Student 

3
I I I I I I I I I I I I I O O 13

Student 

4
I I I I I I I I I I I I O O O 12

Student 

5
I I I I I I I I I I I O O O O 11

Student 

6
I I I I I I I I I I O O O O O 10

Student 

7
I I I I I I I I I O O O O O O 9

Student 

8
I I I I I I I I O O O O O O O 8

Student 

9
I I I I I I I O O O O O O O O 7

Student 

10
I I I I I I O O O O O O O O O 6



Analyse this dataset – Strengths & 
Weaknesses
– Q1–Q6: ~95–100% correct
→ Students have strong vocabulary and basic comprehension.
→ Next time: reduce time on explicit vocab teaching and move quicker to 
application. 

– Q7–Q10: ~65–80% correct
→ Drop in accuracy with piacere and pronouns shows partial 
understanding.
→ Next time: explicitly reteach piace vs piacciono with structured practice. 

– Q11–Q15: ~30–60% correct
→ Significant decline in sentence building and extended tasks.
→ Next time: increase guided writing and scaffolded sentence 
construction. 



Patterns – Listening vs Writing

•Recognition tasks: ~90%+ success

→ Students can identify correct answers reliably.

→ Next time: reduce multiple-choice reliance and increase production tasks.

• 

•Production tasks: ~40–60% success

→ Students struggle to generate accurate language independently.

→ Next time: embed more speaking and writing practice throughout the unit. 



Students Needing Targeted Support

•Bottom group (0–5 correct, ~12.5%)

→ Breakdown occurs by Q5–Q7, indicating weak foundational understanding.

→ Next time: early intervention + small group reteaching of core structures. 

•Middle group (6–10 correct, ~75%)

→ Strong start but decline at Q10+, showing difficulty applying knowledge.

→ Next time: focus on bridging activities from vocab → sentence use. 

•Top group (11–15 correct, ~12.5%)

→ Consistently strong across all question types.

→ Next time: provide extension tasks (open-ended speaking, cultural comparisons). 



Insights

– Insight 1: ~90% vocab success vs ~50% application success
→ Students know the content but can’t use it effectively.
→ Next time: prioritise language production earlier in the unit. 

– Insight 2: Biggest drop at Q9–Q12 (~30% decline)
→ Clear breakdown in grammar application (piacere + pronouns).
→ Next time: teach grammar in context, not isolation. 

– Insight 3: Only ~40% succeed in extended responses
→ Students lack confidence in sustained language use.
→ Next time: build in regular low-stakes speaking and writing practice.



Conversation Practice

– I am a student studying Year 10 Italian. I am studying a unit on future plans and the 
world of work. I need help practising my speaking. Can we have a conversation in 
Italian about my future job, studies, and goals? Please ask me questions and 
correct my answers.

– I am a student studying Year 10 Italian. I am studying a unit on past experiences. I 
need help practising how to use the past tense. Can you ask me questions in Italian 
about what I did on the weekend or during the holidays and help me improve my 
answers?

– I am a student studying Year 10 Italian. I am studying a unit on Italian culture. I 
need help with speaking and expressing my opinion. Can we have a conversation in 
Italian about food, lifestyle, or traditions and compare them to Australia? Please 
ask follow-up questions.



Teacher Feedback Post Conversation

1

Use the 
transcript as 
evidence of 
what the student 
can actually 
produce 
independently, 
not what they 
can recognise. 
This gives you a 
clearer picture of 
their real 
language ability 
in context. 

2

Identify patterns 
in their 
responses rather 
than correcting 
every error. Look 
for where their 
language breaks 
down (e.g. 
grammar, 
sentence length, 
confidence) to 
guide your 
teaching focus. 

3

Compare how 
the student 
responds to AI 
feedback to 
understand their 
learning habits. 
This shows 
whether they are 
engaging with 
corrections or 
repeating the 
same mistakes. 

4

Rework one or 
two responses 
with the student 
during 
conferencing to 
model 
improvement. 
This turns 
feedback into 
immediate 
learning rather 
than something 
passive. 

5

Use insights 
from the 
transcript to 
adjust your next 
lesson or group 
students by 
need. This 
ensures your 
teaching is 
targeted based 
on actual 
student 
performance, 
not 
assumptions. 



Peer 
reviewed 
AI Tools



Peer 
reviewed 
AI Tools



Empowering Language 
Learners. Integrating AI for 
enhanced Autonomy and 
growth

– Mark Gabriele

– LOTE Leader

– Hume Anglican Grammar 

Donnybrook

– gabriele.m@humegrammar.

vic.edu.au

– LinkedIn

mailto:gabriele.ma@pvcc.vic.edu.au
mailto:gabriele.ma@pvcc.vic.edu.au
mailto:gabriele.ma@pvcc.vic.edu.au
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