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What is literacy?

saper leggere e scrivere, 
alfabetizzazione



In the Australian Curriculum literacy is considered ”fundamental to a student’s ability to learn at school 
and to engage productively in society”

https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/resources/national-literacy-and-numeracy-learning-progressions/national-literacy-learning-progression/what-is-literacy/

”[...] students become literate as they develop the knowledge, skills and dispositions to interpret 
and use language confidently for learning and communicating in and out of school and for 
participating effectively in the society”

Australian Curriculum

listening to

reading

viewing

speaking writing

creating

oral, print, visual, 

digital texts



What has literacy to 
do with 

teaching/learning 
Italian?

Literacy across languages



Literacy develops across the linguistic repertoire of the 
students

“Learning languages in addition to English extends students' literacy repertoires and 

their capacity to communicate. It strengthens students’ understanding of the nature of 

language, culture, and the processes of communication.”
Victorian Curriculum, Languages

https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/languages/introduction/about-the-languages

English

home language(s)

Italian (TL)

other languages



languages in the ‘brain’ 
of the multilingual speaker

are not separated 
but interconnected

threshold hypothesis (Cummins, 2001)
to benefit from transfer across languages, 

the languages should reach a certain level of proficiency



Types of transfer
https://gustavorubinoernesto.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Teaching-for-Cross-Language-Transfer-in-Dual-Language-Education-Possibilities-and-Pitfalls-Jim-Cummins.pdf

conceptual

learning 
strategies

language use,
pragmatics

linguistic 
elements (e.g., 

cognates) phonological

https://gustavorubinoernesto.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Teaching-for-Cross-Language-Transfer-in-Dual-Language-Education-Possibilities-and-Pitfalls-Jim-Cummins.pdf


The super-power of Italian



exposure to Italian 
(no instructed 

teaching) students exposed to Italian through 
family connections scored better than 
English monolingual students in all 
tasks related to reading in English

limited instructional 
programs

● quicker phonological processing 
and single word reading

● higher proficiency  in word reading 
and word awareness

bilingual programs

correlation between Italian and English 
reading and writing
● reading emerges first in Italian
● writing is correlated in terms of content 

and text organisation but also linguistic 
features (vocab, grammar)

From research: Five studies that have investigated the potential of learning Italian for literacy 

development (reading and writing) in English



The super-power of Italian: what 
benefits?

Connecting research and teaching practice for:
● planning your Italian program
● advocating for Italian classes to the leadership
● explaining the potential of learning Italian to mainstream 

classroom teachers

This positive transfer could depend on the very consistent link 
sign/sound of the Italian language (transparent orthography and 
phonology) 



Some practical examples



Collaborative Literacy Planning:
English and Italian teachers plan together using the Victorian curriculum.

Co-develop units of work looking at what the students will be able to know, understand 
and do, in each language. 

Examples

Narratives: Plot and Setting (reading/writing), 
Writing to inform, 
Writing to describe, 
Making connections, 
Summarising



Lettura
Leggiamo insieme



Leggiamo 
Insieme

● Mentor text 

● As they listen and follow the text, the students are 

making meaning – and putting into practise 

comprehension skills such as: Inferring, using the picture 

and context clues, making connections

● After reading the text together we talk about the text: 

parliamo del libro

● Students working on skills such as: retelling, 

summarising, identifying the main idea, theme.



Leggiamo da 
soli

Students read for a period of time working on developing their 

stamina di lettura.

Each classroom has a classroom library with picture books 

in Italian (fiction and non-fiction), chapter books…

The library also includes levelled texts - students read their 

libro giusto (at their independent reading level). 

Teach reading using the metodo sillabico  



Attività

Scaffold the link between code and meaning:

Word-picture, mini-storie, word work activities

Building oral language and comprehension:

Language experience, play based learning, mentor texts, 

inquiry resources



Small group guided reading
During guided reading, students read a book the teacher has 
specifically selected to provide a moderate amount of challenge.

The teacher supports them in tackling the necessary problem solving 
to overcome difficulties they may encounter.

The ultimate goal in guided reading is to help children learn 
how to use independent reading strategies successfully. (Fountas 

and Pinnell)



Small group guided reading

A way of supporting students to read and understand more 
difficult texts including - opportunity to:

● introduce new/unfamiliar language: vocab and sentence 
structures.

● teach new syllables

● explicitly identify and teach effective reading strategies

● monitor and give individual feedback

● provide students the opportunity to discuss and learn 
from each other.

My Movie.MOV

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1BKc5yx2lS0NFucxhqbwdzar-faZ6ws3L/view




Reading for meaning



Scrittura

Writing about Reading

Link between reading and writing

Mentor texts

Exploring elements of the text/ analysing the author’s craft 

- describing a character, describing a setting.

Summarising the text

Writing a modified version of the text



Writing about reading



Scriviamo
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Caulfield Primary School
https://www.caulfieldps.vic.edu.au/articles/84





Grazie!
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